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ABSTRACT

It is globally accepted that progress of women #sryvimportant for the growth of any country.
Women have a significant contribution to the pesgr of the country. Education is the only key heirtdevelopment.
Women's empowerment has been a debating issueufier ypars ago among, government, politicians addcated
officials. Various people have been defining it,their own ways. Educated women make the family thedsociety
cultured. Education of women is the education efilhole family. Educated women are the powerful edb@hange of
their position in society. This paper tries to aaetthe meaning of empowerment, also how womefitzenate themselves

through education and last the obstacles and diedoenefits of education so that they could be arapl themselves.
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INTRODUCTION

Now-a-days " empowerment” word became a veryidashle word. Different individual defining empowegnt
in their own context. Essentially, it means ' tleeehtralization of authority and power'. Generaflynpowerment word
was used in context of women. As today in the modea, they are considered to be very deprivetiosecof people,

having no power. In spite of the fact, that, thepstitute the 50% of the population from total plation.

Empowerment can be understood as the expansiore@fdm of choice and action, meaning thereby iisomgaone’s
authority and control over the resources and datssihat affect one’s life. The choices of disadagad groups including

women are extremely limited. They can't move fraéelthe society.
WOMEN EMPOWERNMENT

Women's empowerment is very essential for the dgweént of society. Empowerment means individuals
acquiring the power to think and act freely, algereises choice and fulfill their potential as fathid equal members of
society. Education as a means of empowerment risgavdomen can bring about a positive attitudinarode in their
lives and in society also. Basically, it is a pee®f awareness and capacity building so that thmem have a greater
participation in the decision-making process. Womeenmpowerment as a process of redistribution ofasqudwer and
control of resources in favor of women was intragtli@at the third International women's Conferenciaitobi in 1985.
From then onwards the women's empowerment issugedaalmost in all international and national platfs.
TheWorld Conference on Human Rightswas held by the United Nations in Vienna, Austda, 14 to 25 June 1993.
The conference did have an expansive view of hurigdris, with efforts made to highligitomen's rightsindigenous

peoples rights, minority rights and more in the context of universal politicadagconomic rightswomen's rights, in
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particular, gained a strong and effective presendbe conference. In short women's empowermemntigmamic but also a
constant phenomenon whose aim is to liberate woifneedom, equalityReal empowerment is achieved only if women
themselves 'realize' that it is important for thesrbe empowered to enjoy a just, fair and happmy: Empowerment of
women as a goal of development projects and pragtaas gained wider acceptance since the 1990s. \enpent of
women was one of the nine primary objectives ofMirgh Plan (1997-2002 also and every effort was made to create an
enabling empowerment where women could freely éseriheir rights within and outside their home asgual Partner

with men.

Not just in India, but in several countries, wontexd face larger and different types of discrimimatiand also they are
excluded from decision making powers at all lev#¥@men lag behinds in context to men in all indicatof social and
human development. As they are concentrated indkiled jobs with low wages. Empowerment of womdwowdd be

done from all levels and also various sections,fanthis, an effective network is required.
WOMEN AND EDUCATION

Educate women, you educate a nation, Indian gowitimuously making a strong commitment towards atlan.
Education is considered as a basic human need.akdndor women in India is a major issue, as mahyhem are
deprived of it. Half of the population is i.e., men are illiterate. llliteracy is a major problemIndia. Education of
women is having many good signs. Of all the disaration and denial of opportunity that these woraaffer, the most
damaging is the denial of the right and opporturiity education. Women’s education in India has baemajor
preoccupation of both the government and socistyoadoubt educated women can play a crucial moike development
of the country. There is no doubt that since fromdelpendence, educational status has been rais@dnmen context,

(as mentioned in table no. 1). But problems alsoeiases, which lead towards the violence againstemdn India.

Table 1: Literacy Rate in India

Year | Persons| Males | Females
1951 16.7 24.9 7.3
1961 24.0 34.4 13.0
1971 29.5 39.5 18.7
1981 36.2 46.9 24.8
1991 52.1 63.9 39.2
2001 | 65.38 76.0 54.0
2011| 74.04 | 82.14 65.46
SourceCensus of India (2011).

From this table, it's clear that their literacyerdtas been increased. But then also there is weddvelop and
analytical questioning mind and a scientific untimding and approach, and also an awareness whioke their mind
and also to realize the realities around them. @leeserging violence resulted into an imbalancéénsociety and shows
that there is the dominance of male counterpargs their female members. Women power cannot beréghas it's very
essential for economic growth of any country. Waifferent policies have been revised for the growthwomen
empowerment. Several plans, our laws, and prograaimeed at women's progress in different spheres.
From the fifth five years plan ( 1974- 78) onwards approach has been made from welfare to develdpme
In recent years, the empowerment of women has fEsmgnized as the central issue in determiningstatis of women.

To empower women the 73rd and 74th Amendments efytrar 1993 to the constitution of India have pdedi for
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reservation of seats in the local bodies of panatsagnd municipalities for women. Measures liks tias been provided

from the government side, now the thing is thathaee to change our mind- set regarding our Indidiek.
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Figure 1
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

Women are considered to be the half population ftotal population. As their importance was alscomgtized
by the constitution also, who accorded equalityvtonen. A number of Articles of the Constitution esially reiterated
the commitment of the constitution towards the saionomic development of women and upholding thelitical right

and participation in the decision-making process.
Article 14 - Men and women to have equal rights apgortunities in the political, economic and sbsjaheres.

Article 15(1) - this article prohibits discriminati against any citizen on the grounds of religiate, caste, sex

etc.

Article 16 - Equality of opportunities in the mattef public appointments for all citizens.

Article 39(a) - The State shall direct its poliaymards securing all citizens, equally the rightataneans of
livelihood.

Article 39(d) — Equal pay for equal work for botlemand women.

Article 42 - The State to make provision for ensgrjust and humane conditions of work and matemailief.

These are the certain constitutional provisiorhefapliftment and welfare for the women.
OBSTACLES REGARDING WOMEN EDUCATION AND EMPOWERMENT

There are several reasons for not attaining fidrdicy in India. Although we are progressing daydhy in our life's, but

still in this context we are lacking. Reasons are-
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e High level of poverty.

e An issue of transportation, which would not possiliér the lower peoples’ families to send theirldtgn

especially girls alone in the schools.

» Parental attitude must require some changes im theidset, which is necessary for the growth of wais

education.
»  Still, parents considered the girls as the liapilhich they had to fulfill in their life.
e Uneducated parents think that the education of lulug as a waste of money.
+ Discrimination which existed in most of the famdlie
» Gender bias in curriculum still exists.
BENEFITS OF WOMEN EDUCATION
» If they are educated, then children nutrition wilprove dramatically.

» If mothers are educated then they could be reatizedenefits of education and can up brings tigldren's in a

cultured way.
» Educated women could have the lower infant’'s mitytahtes.
* 4-educated women have lesser children, leaving momgey and resources to spend on their each child.
« Education for women considered to be the best wamprove family health and nutrition.
e Itis observed that educated women marry laterheave lesser children.
« Education helps women's self -esteem, their digaitgl also status in society.
» Educating women in India to have control on growirogulation.

As the above-mentioned points makes clear thatatddovomen had several of advantages in their de/ras

well in society also. It should be focused majotlgt’'s discuss some barrier regarding women educati
CONCLUSIONS

Now, as a whole, one can be understood the meafiegipowerment means moving of an individual from a
weak position to an executive power. In the contédxtvomen empowerment, it's only through educabgrwhich they
can liberate themselves from a lower position t@sineme one. Educated mothers have less possitildiscrimination
within the family, which is the stumbling block iteir progress. Today we are in the era of scienkhowledge,
where education is the major tool for the developintg one's life. India has raised many great worneseveral fields.
What is now needed to create awareness about flatmmce of education in case of women, the ordypeogress can be

achieved.
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